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Tēnā koutou katoa,
I trust that everyone has had an enjoyable break in routine and returned looking forward to the 
new school term, especially our upcoming Connect Week in Week 5. Details about this event 
are included below.

Waimea Kāhui Ako Cultural Festival
Our second Waimea Kāhui Ako Cultural Festival took place on Thursday 1 July, with 11 schools 
participating in this event. The philosophy behind this festival is about sharing and celebrating 
learning.  The participating students had the opportunity to inspire and be inspired by others in 
our community.   We were very fortunate this year to have a special guest performance from the 
members of Te Pitau Whakarei, Nelson Intermediate School and their tutor, Tom Alesana. Te 
Pitau Whakarei are one of two groups who will be representing our region at Te Mana Kuratahi, 
the Primary Schools National Kapa Haka competition which will be held in Nelson from 1st to 
the 4th of November later in the year. It was interesting and inspiring for our students to hear 
their journey from participating in their school Kapa Haka to ending up in the Nationals. We wish 
them luck in this event and thank them for joining us in ours. Thanks to Waimea College for 
hosting this event and to Across School Teachers, Tania, Paula, Ryan and Glenda for their 
organisation and support of schools. We would also like to acknowledge Hoddy’s Orchard for 
their kind and generous donations of apples for our performer’s morning tea. We look forward to 
building on this event in 2022.

Within School Teacher Mahi Update

The Across School Teachers meet with the Within School Teachers in June last term and shared 
our revised strategic plan and how their work connected our goals, gathered feedback on an 
updated vision statement, or our upcoming Connect Week and WST hui in Term 3.

 

 

https://www.waimeacol.org/vision
https://www.waimeacol.org/vision
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/608076_2cd81f40c6074447a330e7fafc9a5d5e.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/608076_2cd81f40c6074447a330e7fafc9a5d5e.pdf


URF: Counsellors in Schools
We are pleased to announce that after a successful application the counselling in schools 
programme can continue into this year. In the previous update I shared that this service was 
ending last term due to the initial funding coming to an end. Thanks to all our schools for 
providing overwhelmingly positive feedback which supported the application to be successful a 
second time. Unfortunately, we did not get the same level of funding this time round however 
very pleased that the funding we did receive will support our students further into 2021. As we 
all have noted, this is a much needed and appreciated resource that supports all our students 
across the Kāhui Ako.

Term 3 Connect Week 23- 26 August 
The AST have been working hard to confirm a range of exciting and engaging speakers and 
workshops for our upcoming Connect Week in August. Our Connect Week theme encompasses 
all three of our revised strategic plan themes; student pathways, culturally responsive practice, 
and community hauora. The registration for this event will open next week. Staff will receive an 
email with the registration link to each of the workshops.  We hope that you can make the most 
of this opportunity not only to attend a session but to meet new people and discuss your 
practice with colleagues across our Kāhui Ako.

Net Safe Parent Evening Monday 30 August 7 pm - The flyer for this event will be sent out to 
schools next week for you to advertise this to your parent community.

Important Dates for Term 3 2021 

Week 4 Principals Hui Thursday 19 August 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Week 5 Connect Week 23-26 August
Week 7 WST Hui Wednesday 8 September 3:45 pm - 4:45 pm
Week 9 Principals Hui Thursday 23 September 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Wishing you all a successful and enjoyable Term 3. 

Ngā mihi nui,

Justine McDonald principal@waimeaint.school.nz
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